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SHILLINGSTONE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT

7.30 PM ON THURSDAY 7th OCTOBER 2021 AT THE CHURCH CENTRE SHILLINGSTONE
PRESENT:  Councillors R McNamara (Chairman), I Suter (Vice Chairman), P Acton, L Gasson, R Harwood,   Footpaths Officer G Rains, Clerk D Green

In addition, there were five members of the public present.

783. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllr R White, Unitary Councillor P Batstone.
784. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None.

785. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd September 2021 were approved.
786. MATTERS ARISING
The Chairman noted that: 

· Dorset Waste Partnership have agreed to reposition the bin at Hollway Lane to the junction with the Trailway path and to also reinstate the missing bin at Bere Marsh
· the new notice board for the Co-op has been ordered and will be installed shortly
· the electronic Register of Interests links have now been sent and these must be completed by 31st October 

787. PUBLIC SESSION

A resident noted that the issue of overflowing waste bins had become prevalent again. The Chairman agreed that the  poor service emptying public bins contrasts with household bin services which are very efficient. The Clerk suggested that re-reporting the issue through the Dorset Council’s website is the most effective means of applying pressure. The situation will be monitored for the time being. Cllr Suter will put the Dorset Council reporting link on the PC website. 
788. UNITARY COUNCILLOR REPORT
Cllr Batstone was unable to attend the meeting but reported that the matter of the negotiation of the lease between Hollway Farm and the bee-keepers was on-going. Cllr Gasson noted that progress has been slow because of a lack of legal expertise and the protracted planning process. 

789. FOOTPATHS 
Graham Rains noted that:

· the re-surfacing of the Trailway surface at Gains Cross with road planings had not worked and the path had now been re-instated with an improved shale surface  
· the SLA agreement with the Dorset Rangers was working well and there were no particular issues; if there are any he would report these to Graham Stanley

· there may be some minor diesel seepage onto the path behind Antell’s yard
· some ‘Round Village Trail’ leaflets will be dropped off at the Tourist Information office in Blandford 

· he may also replace some of the missing red and blue route markers
790. COUNCILOR REPORTS
Cllr Harwood, following consultation with Kingston Maurward, has prepared a new shortlist of trees suitable for planting in Burtons Orchard. A decision concerning this will be made at the next meeting. It was noted though that there are some supply chain issues at present; trees and shrubs have been sourced via Holland for many years, but is now more difficult following Brexit resulting in supply issues for the horticulture trade as a whole.  

791. ROADS ISSUES
i) Traffic Survey results

Cllr Suter noted that a lot of work had been put into producing the final report. This survey showed a concerns regarding speed limits in the village and dangerous parking in Gunn lane and on Augustan Avenue. 
The Chairman noted that whilst progress had been made with some key issues, it was important not to overwhelm the Community Highways Officer (CHO) with further requests at this stage.
Following a meeting with the Chairman, the CHO had agreed to take measures in relation to the Gunn Lane parking issue:
· the verges will be ‘sidelined’

· a white line (which is non enforceable) will be installed up the railings near Wessex Avenue

ii) 20 is Plenty in Dorset campaign

Cllr Gasson noted that whilst there is a case for a 20-mph limit along Brodham Way and Hine Town Lane,  this would be not appropriate, for example, along Church Road, where it is practically impossible to exceed 20 mph.

The Chairman suggested that the Parish Council was not in a position, at this stage, to make a decision to either request local changes or to support the wider campaign involving several Dorset Villages and felt that the PC needs to better understand what is required.  Cllr Suter agreed to liase with  Cllr Gartside concerning this question. 
The Chairman noted that there had not been any response from Okeford Fitzpaine PC concerning the proposal to share the cost of a speed survey for Shillingstone Lane, and this will be followed up.  
iii) Other roads issues
There was no further news to report concerning either the Augustan Avenue traffic survey or the speed survey at White Pit. 

The residents of 5 properties in Badgers Close had requested that the PC consent to the installation of visibility mirror at the Cross. Several residents attended the meeting to support the proposal. 

The Parish Council agreed that the exit was very dangerous and in principle would agree to the installation of a mirror, providing that it was at least one metre from the highway and would be properly maintained by residents.  

The Chairman asked the residents to finalise the choice of mirror type (possibly a green edged type) and to review whether the required location would provide the necessary degree of visibility; a further on-site meeting with the Chairman and Clerk may be necessary. 
792: ANNUAL MEETING AND THE AWARD OF THE JUBILEE CUP

Cllr Gasson noted that the Jubilee cup, formally known as the Baldock Cup, had been awarded for many years and that, in view of events in the last 18 months, proposed that it would be a good to hold a special event before the end of 2021 to recognise the contribution of those who had helped the community in this period. The Cup would be re-awarded when the Annual Parish meeting is held in 2022. The PC agreed to this proposal.
It was suggested that the vote should take place in December at the Old Ox, perhaps at the Village Carol Singing event. Cllr Gasson would make the necessary enquires. Cllr Suter agreed to arrange for nominations to be submitted via the website and the event would be promoted in the Parish Magazine. 
793. WAR MEMORIAL CLEANING AND RESTORATION

The Clerk reported that he has now received the last of the three quotes for the cleaning and restoration work, and has made a grant application. This will be reviewed by the War Memorials Trust (WMT) at the end of November and a decision would be notified to the PC within two months.
The Clerk noted that whilst a grant application has been made, there is no guarantee that this will be agreed by the WMT. The decision as to whether the PC would be prepared to fund the cost of the work from its own reserves would be made when the outcome of the grant application is known.

794. PLANNING

There were no new applications to consider. 
795. FINANCES
a) Retrospective payments approved:

The list of payments had been circulated to councillors in advance. These were APPROVED. 
	Date
	Payee Name
	Reference
	 Total 
	Reason

	
	
	
	
	

	02/09/2021
	Came & Company
	BACS
	 £ 1,841.10 
	Insurance renewal 

	02/09/2021
	Stacey Hankin
	BACS
	 £    175.00 
	Pavilion cleaning

	02/09/2021
	R S Gardening Services
	BACS
	 £    160.00 
	Strimming Rec 

	02/09/2021
	Total Energy Services
	BACS
	 £    166.80 
	Replace ball valve

	02/09/2021
	Shillingstone Cricket Club
	STD ORD
	 £    333.00 
	Mowing

	06/09/2021
	David Green
	BACS
	 £       37.95 
	Office allowance

	09/09/2021
	TEEC Limited
	BACS
	 £    144.00 
	Website hosting 

	13/09/2021
	Elite Playground Inspections
	BACS
	 £    270.00 
	Install new bench 

	13/09/2021
	PKF Littlejohn LLP
	BACS
	 £    240.00 
	External Audit 2021

	13/09/2021
	R S Gardening Services
	BACS
	 £       85.00 
	Trimming Rec corner

	13/09/2021
	Wessex Ground Services Ltd
	BACS
	 £    136.80 
	Weed control 

	15/09/2021
	Royal British Legion
	DEBIT CARD
	 £       25.00 
	Wreath & Donation

	20/09/2021
	The Play Inspection Company
	BACS
	 £    162.00 
	Inspection fees

	22/09/2021
	Dorset Council
	DEBIT CARD
	 £    453.00
	Allotment rent

	27/09/2021
	Harts of Stur
	DEBIT CARD
	 £       16.20
	Padlock for AA

	28/09/2021
	SSE
	BACS
	  £      61.20
	Pavilion electricity

	28/09/2021
	Noticeboard Company (UK) Ltd
	DEBIT CARD
	  £    465.70
	Noticeboard for Co-op

	30/09/2021
	David Green
	SO
	  £    628.22
	Pay September 


b) Payments approved:

Clerks’ expenses: £ 42.00
c) Financial Review
The Clerk had submitted a review of spending to 30/09/2021 and a proposed budget for 2022/2023. This indicated that the precept should be raised to £33,000, an increase of 2.5%. The additional council tax for a Band D household would be £ 1.65 per annum. 
The Clerk noted that there were considerable inflationary pressures in the economy and the PC, having not raised the precept for the current year, could not avoid raising the precept next year to meet forecast expenditure.

d) Funding Request

The Clerk had received a request to make a donation towards the cost of lamppost poppies; the Parish Council agreed that £ 25 should be donated towards this initiative.

796. PLAY AREAS, RECREATION GROUND AND PROPERTY CHECK

The Chairman noted that:
· the Annual Play Inspection report had been received and all issues were low risk. The repair contractor had agreed that nothing required urgent attention for the time being
· the new bench at the Recreation Ground has been installed 

· tree work by Dorset Council is on-going

· the Recreation Ground hedges have trimmed. The Clerk reported that further work in the corner near the play area is necessary but this will take place during the winter

· weed control at both the Recreation Ground and Augustan Avenue has taken place

· the Clerk has asked the contractors to tidy up the car park, which will be used for parking by the Dorset Doddlers event on 31st October

· the Pod drains have been cleared 

· the Pavilion showers still require the replacement of two valves

· the Football Club have been very helpful in clearing rubbish from both the Pod and the Pavilion

The Clerk reported that the mower shed requires extensive roof repairs and quotes are being sought. 
797. CORRESPONDENCE
· 27/09/2021 – a query relating to the place names on a Trailway fingerpost has been referred to Dorset Rangers for action.
· 28/09/2021 – an email from a resident concerning general road dangers had been replied to by the Chairman.
· 01/10/2021 – Dorset Rights of Way improvement consultation – the Chairman has contributed to this. 

798 ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
· Budget consideration 
· Tree planting decision
· Jubilee Cup award & voting arrangements

· Road issues update
799. NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting will be on Thursday 4th November 2021 at 7:30 pm, at the Church Centre. This will be subject to confirmation in the event of any change to national Covid-19 policies. There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:50 p.m.
Signed:                                                              Chairman                              Date:


